Cantica post lectiones
ad Vigiliam Paschalem

Canticles dfter the readings at the Easter Vigil

LATIN TEXT VERSION

Alex Hodgkinson

This sequence is designed to offer a coherent sense of momentum and growth, emerging from the
darkness of the first reading of the Vigil to the glorious light of the first Alelluia of Easter.

The canticles rise in pitch as the sequence progresses. The number of parts in the fauxbourdon verses
increases from three to six. The verses are sung to Tones |, I, andV, in that order, as the incipits
increase in range. The verses of the final canticle are set to Tone VI, followed by the Alleluia which uses
Tone VIl for the verse.

The antiphons preceding the verses are simplified versions of the chant in the Graduale Romanum. Aspects
of the chant are echoed in the fauxbourdon verses.

For further information, see GIRM 61.
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